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Godôs Greatest Gift 
 

 
Every Advent we hear the prophetic words of Isaiah [7:14]:  ñThe Lord himself will give you a sign.  Behold 
a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name ñEmmanuel.ò Those words were 
spoken by Isaiah in response to Israelôs King Ahaz who, fearing a sure defeat at the hands of an 
approaching Assyrian army, asked for a sign from God.  No doubt hoping for a substantial military miracle, 
Godôs promise to Ahaz was a baby to be named ñGod with us.ò  A baby! 
 
What do we hope to receive from God this Christmas?  World peace?  Ahaz would have liked that!  
Assurance that because of the many gifts we already have, we are as self-sufficient as we like to think we 
are?  Or maybe we donôt really expect anything at all from God, the gifts under the tree being enough to 
convince us that we are loved. 
 
Receiving a gift from God is a tricky thing for us who have so much.  Already showered with material goods 
and opportunities, a gift from God might not be what we actually hope for and very likely might not 
recognize when it comes along.  We are better at giving than receiving and our expectations tend to be 
limited when if comes to divine gifts.  Like Ahaz, we plead for signs and miracles that we believe will fulfill 
our desires and are left wondering when it all doesnôt come out the way we had planned.  
 
This Advent and Christmas letôs approach Godôs gifts by opening our hearts and minds to the small, quiet, 
unexpected graces that come our way.  Perhaps if we see them more clearly, we will be better able to 
understand why that promised baby, born in poverty in a faraway place and time, is still Godôs greatest gift 
of all--the gift that gives our lives meaning and hope as the light of Christ shines upon us now and forever. 
 

Mother Susan Gaumer 
 

Sunday December 11
th

 

 

Lessons and Carols of Advent 10 am 

followed by Celebrate St. Andrewôs                                      

Decorate our Jesse Tree 

Enjoy lunch and each othersô company 

Toast St. Andrew! 

 



  

                                                            
 

Advent and Christmas at St. Andrewõs 
 

St. Andrewôs Church Lessons and Carols of Advent 

Sunday, December 11 at 10:00 a.m. 

Celebration of St. Andrewôs Day follows 

 

 

St. Andrewôs Episcopal School Lessons and Carols 

 Friday, December 16 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Festival Holy Eucharist with Childrenôs Christmas Pageant 

Saturday, December 24  

4:45 p.m. Christmas Music  

5:00p.m. Service 

 

Christmas Day Holy Eucharist with Music 

Sunday, December 25 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 



  

 

 

MIL ESTONES                                                                                                                            

                                           
 

            DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS      DECEMBER   ANNIVERSARIES   

          

  6 Marshall Carver        Karen & Frank Buford  -  12/21/1974 

 12 John Henry Carver    

 13  Carl Bran s        Rushell & Steve Chabaud -  12/17/1994 

 18 Elizabeth Emmett  

 18 Ben Maygarden     

 18 Emily Shockey       Nancy Marshall & Steve Rosencrans  -  

 22 Dee Strickland        12/23/1983     

 23 Margaret Baxter 

 25 Ryan Fagan            Kathryn & Kennet h Nix - 12/16/1950 

 29 Charlie Bosworth   

                                                                                       Peggy & Shep Pryor ï 12/29/1973 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

St. Andrewôs Episcopal Church 

1031 S. Carrollton Ave. 

New Orleans, LA 70118-1145 

www.standrewsnola.com 

 

 

  
To contact the Church Office, please call 504-866-0123 or 504-866-5959  - FAX: 504-866-5988 

 
 Rector ï mothergaumer@standrewsnola.com 
 Organist ï ziegenfussc@bellsouth.net 
 Parish Administrator ï dstill@standrewsnola.com 
 Accounting and Contributions ï rquaglino@standrewsnola.com 

   
Vestry 

John Futrell, Senior Warden 

Joyce Barefield, Junior Warden 

Brenda Bell 

Barry Bisbee 

Charlie Bosworth 

Anna Brans 

Elizabeth Calvit  

Mike McLain 

Jane Miller 

 

Newsletter Editor: Deanna Still 

Contact: 866-0123 or dstill@standrewsnola.com                   Submission Deadline: 15
th
 of the month
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